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Obama takes economic message to Mich.

From staff and wire reports

Advertisement

FLINT, Mich. — Presumptive Democratic presidential nominee Barack Obama said Monday he
wants American workers to be able to compete in a global economy.

"Not only is it impossible to turn back the tide of globalization, but efforts to do so can make us
worse off," the Illinois senator told a crowd of more than 1,000 at Kettering University in Flint that
cheered loudly when he talked of his plans for universal health insurance, grants for students to
attend college and more support for research and development.

OBAMA'S WORDS: Read text of Obama's speech
POLITICS BLOG: More on Obama in Michigan

"l know as well that more than anything else, success will depend not on our government, but on
the dynamism, determination and innovation of the American people,” Obama said, giving a
decidedly local twist to his remarks. "Here in Flint, it was the private sector that helped turn lumber
into the wagons that sent this country west; that built the tanks that faced down fascism; and that
turned out the automobiles that were the cornerstone of America's manufacturing boom.

"But at critical moments of transition like this one, success has also depended on national
leadership that moved the country forward with confidence and a common purpose.”

The crowd cheered as Obama talked about how his policies would help Americans cope with high
prices for gasoline, food and education. It was a message well-suited for Flint, where the
metropolitan area had a seasonally unadjusted April unemployment rate of 9.3%.

Obama was to speak Monday evening in Detroit, where the area unemployment rate was 6.9%.
The state's seasonally adjusted rate in April also was 6.9%, the nation's highest. Details weren't yet
available on an Obama campaign event Tuesday in Wayne County.

VIDEO: Obama eyes blue-collar workers

During his speech in Flint, Obama repeated his claims that Republican rival John McCain simply
will repeat the policies of President Bush.

"President Bush's policies have put us in the hole, and John McCain's policies will keep us there. |
want to get us out of the hole," Obama said. "I'll double federal funding for basic research and
make the R&D tax credit permanent. We can ensure that the discoveries of the 21st century
happen in America — in our labs and universities; at places like Kettering and the University of
Michigan; Wayne State and Michigan State."

But U.S. Rep. Mike Rogers, in a teleconference set up by the Michigan Republican Party, said
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Obama's policies would hurt the state's middle class. Rogers said those policies would raise taxes on coal and natural gas and
lead to higher gasoline prices.

"This guy is completely out of touch with the average Michigan family," said Rogers, a Brighton Republican.

Obama met before the event with Flint residents Nicholas and Candis Letterman and their children. They make less than
$40,000 a year and are having trouble making ends meet, let alone save for retirement or their children's education, according
to the Obama campaign.

Nicholas Letterman left his job in property management to go back to school to retrain as a medical assistant. He graduated
Friday and is looking for a job in his new profession. His wife is a health care technician. The Obama campaign said McCain's
policies would offer the Lettermans $113 per year in tax relief, while the Obama plan would provide $1,400, plus additional
savings on their health insurance.

The number of Flint-area automotive workers fell from 79,000 in 1976 to around 12,000 now, said Genesee County Democratic
Party Chairman Dan Kildee.

"Access to higher education in the knowledge economy is part of Obama's message,” Kildee said. "You have a city that's part
of the old economy and needs to reposition itself for the next generation of jobs.

"There's a lot of hope that with Obama, we can have an industrial policy that embraces the new economy."

Politically, Kildee said, Flint is a Democratic hub of the so-called I-75 corridor from Detroit to Bay City. That makes it important
for a Democratic presidential candidate, though nominee John Kerry didn't visit Flint in the 2004 presidential race.

Flint gained international notoriety in filmmaker and Flint-area native Michael Moore's 1989 documentary "Roger and Me,"
which cast Flint as an emblem of industrial decline.

Kettering spokeswoman Patricia Mroczek said the Obama campaign's choice of Kettering turned on more mundane issues:
The university's recreation center has adequate size, power and air-conditioning for an event that will probably hold fewer than
2,000 supporters. Tickets were given out Friday and all of them went in 90 minutes.

Mroczek said Obama's appearance is an opportunity to promote Flint as a college town. Besides Kettering, there is the
University of Michigan-Flint, Baker College and Mott Community College.

"We have more than 25,000 students who come to Flint on a daily basis," Mroczek said. "It represents a new and different and
engaging future for our city."

Mroczek said Kettering also is deeply involved in alternative energy research, such as fuel cells.
Kildee said Obama's pending visit has energized local Democrats.
"I've got a lot of old friends | haven't heard from in a long time who want me to get them tickets," he said.

Obama was joined at the event by Gov. Jennifer Granholm, Lt. Gov. John Cherry and other top Michigan leaders in Congress
and Democratic politics.

Contributing: Chris Christoff, Detroit Free Press

http://www.usatoday.com/news/politics/election2008/2008-06-16-obama-mich_N.htm

SAVE THIS | EMAIL THIS | Close

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.

Copyright 2008 USA TODAY, a division of Gannett Co. Inc.

2 of 2 6/18/2008 3:52 P!



